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1) Introduction

In this year's European Summer Academy, there
were various lectures and interactive activities name-
ly; lectures at the academy, at the excursions, and
student presentations, that were strongly concerned
with the present situation of the world and about the
current risk that the EU is facing. In addition, there
were also topics that were strongly related to the fu-
ture steps to solve the critical situation in relations to
various issues that the world is facing. Before | re-
ceived the first lecture and just by simply looking at
the program overview, | had expected to receive lec-
tures that are specifically concerned with the EU and
the possible measures to which would be necessary
to solve with individual issues that are being raised in
the global society, in concerns with the group of na-
tions. However, | believe it went far beyond what |
had expected and this lecture enabled me to grasp

the insight of the complex structure of the current
affairs of the world. | didn't have a deep background
knowledge on some of the subjects and had to read
in advance about the specific topics but | realized
that finding relations with the other existing prob-
lems are much more important. Comprehending the
challenges to learn the whole image of the interna-
tional relations and the complexity of the connection
of the individual issues, | will discuss in this paper
what | have learned and understood during this sum-
mer academy.

2) Regarding the international relations and global
governance

In my international relations lecture at university
during the last semester, | learned that the global
society is an anarchy without a single governing
power unlike individual governments in the world:
and that is why it was essential for each state to co-
operate and compromise so that they will be able to
reach a comprehensible agreement on the greatest
common major. Exception of the realist and liberal
views of anarchy, that is how simple the introduction
of the idea of the system of the global society was
defined in the lecture, and it didn't mention further
even in my political theory textbook. Therefore, | was
not exactly familiar with the idea of “governance”
even though it was supposed to be the main concern
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for this seminar. Thus, the introduction of the concept
was an eye-opening idea to me. Beginning on the
international relations model and the fundamental
concepts and the change in statehood, | was able to
see why “governance” is such a significant factor in
every aspect when considering issues concerning the
global society. This was exactly what | strongly under-
stood when receiving the following lectures which is
concerned with various fields of studies in the semi-
nar as well. The advent of highly skilled telecommuni-
cation techniques and the internet spurred the speed
of the globalization. As a result, the term
“international” became a misnomer for the current
situation, and the word “global” became the precise
term to express it. Due to this drastic transition, the
vast global market economy and global issues
emerged, involving many actors than ever. No action
or policies that are made by any country in the world
will affect solely the country itself but it will inevitably
affect all the surrounding nations in various and un-
predictable ways. From this lecture, | understood the
reason why the importance of governance became
articulated in the change and at this moment |
thought about how it could be applied to the specific
events and how could it be analyzed by taking the
idea of governance into account.

3) Concerning China’s sharp power politics

The idea of soft power and hard power is widely
known as they were proposed by an eminent Ameri-
can scholar Joseph Nye, but the newly evolving type
power namely, sharp power, was very intriguing and
proved to be much more effective and elaborate
than the former two. The definition of sharp power is
unprecedented and increasingly sophisticated foreign
efforts to influence other nations by utilizing tools
that ostensibly seem harmless. The lecture first start-
ed with the introduction of China’s world view which
are for example: the liberal international order is ob-
solete, the West is declining but China is evolving,
and the idea that China must become the next rule
maker in the world, made me terribly surprised and
even to lose my words. Even the thought of a country
which has the largest population and the 2nd largest
GDP is pursuing several steps to accomplish these
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goals are simply terrifying and made me feel very
pessimistic about the future at first sight. Yet | still
realized that there are many decisions that the rest of
the world can make to ensure China’s rise is peaceful
and to avoid exploitation from the Chinese govern-
ment. However, countries which has a substantially
stable economy and authority in the global society
can have a strong attitude towards China but to
countries in which China is now encroaching by a vast
amount of investment are countries; namely countries
that are included in the “One Belt One Road” initia-
tive, that are relatively fragile and economically de-
pendent on developed nations, so it will be a chal-
lenging task to avoid these counties from becoming
sort of an “appanage” to China. The United Nations
and other international organizations officially con-
sider that all countries that consist the world are
equal, regardless of their financial power or authority
inform the past, and influence they exert to the
world. So, if one country is able to receive agree-
ments from other countries, decision making in the
global society would be highly influenced by that
country which exerts a large influence towards coun-
tries which stand on their side. | felt that the interna-
tional society is still unaware of this fact or is too oc-
cupied with making restrictions to avoid their country
from becoming under control by the Chinese govern-
ment. There was a question towards the lecture
about why the global society hadn’t considered the
Chinese government’s moves as a threat. However,
the professor answered that all the political actions
that are made now became so apparent and influen-
tial in recent years that the global society is unable to
take an action towards it. Still, | believe that it is not
too late to make a strong measure towards these ac-
tions and to also to advocate towards other develop-
ing nations against it. It is of course that other nations
do not have a right to intervene in a nation’s policy
making but still | believe that developed nations do
have the obligation to do so.

4) Two student presentations and my hardships and
findings

With exception of the PEAK classes which are
courses that are offered in English, and my first-year
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seminar class, | believe | never had the opportunity to
do a presentation, much less a joint presentation with
other students so overall was an anticipating event
for me before the seminar started. However, the
presentation was successful due to the hard work and
support from my group mates, | believe there were
many hardships while conducting it and here | will
analyze what became the obstacle and what is neces-
sary to conduct a convincing and clear presentation.
The first presentation was about foreign direct
investments. | was assigned to focus on China’s in-
creasing investment on Germany and how that
affected the in the German government in ways such
as politically, economically, and in establishing new
regulations. What surprised me the most when re-
searching the topic was that there was a drastic in-
crease in Chinese investment in various German busi-
nesses from 2015 through 2016 and | continued with
the research focusing on the specific time. However
even from official documents from the German gov-
ernment and from other major research institutes,
despite having spent a lot of time on research, other
group members and | were not able to pin down
what was the main cause of this increase. Therefore,
we could only state the possible causes behind the
occurrence during our presentation. At this point |
understood that even though there should be a
meaning to whatever change in figures it is not al-
ways simple to define the exact reason or the cause
behind it: as there are situations where cannot be
made public or is simply not. In addition, | also un-
derstood why detailed analysis of individual data be-
comes most important when determining the reasons
of a change in the situation. The presentation itself
went good as expected but one postgraduate stu-
dent from Trier University, who was responsible for
introducing and concluding the presentation, made
such a perfect presentation that it made a strong im-
pression on me. It left me thinking for a while about
why can this person can make an eloquent, clear and
natural presentation. Later | realized that this student
had not made a complete script of the presentation
but instead he had also done research on the areas
where he was not entirely responsible for. | didn't
take any classes on economics or financial engineer-
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ing nor had any preliminary knowledge apart from
the contents of the reading assignment | had before
attending this seminar so it made me feel acutely that
there was a significant amount of differences in
knowledge and made me strongly feel that | need to
acquire more basic knowledge about variety of stud-
ies in order to make an interesting and accomplished
speech.

The second presentation | had to give was on
global climate policies and how the US government
involved in the process from; the Kyoto protocol, Co-
penhagen Agreement, Durban platform, and the re-
cent Paris Agreement and Parxit (exit from the Paris
Agreement). This time thankfully, | had a broad back-
ground knowledge about climate change and policies
as they are part of the curriculum in geography and
was a topic that was mentioned in my international |
relations class, | was able to conduct research from a
higher level and was able to summarize the contents
of the Paris Agreement and the US party's Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) fairly easier than |
had expected. Due to the limited amount of time giv-
en to each person to speak during the presentation, |
was unable to speak much about what is the pro-
found difference between the former climate change
policies but as | was researching, apart from what was
broadly broadcasted by the media, | was able to find
out there are many key issues in the agreement and
made me want to research more into depth about
each agreement and about what each delegation
proposed during the decision-making procedures.

5) The lectures given on the excursions about trade
with EU-Japan and EU-South Korea

At the European Commission, we listened to the
current trade situation between EU Japan and EU
South Korea. The phrase that the lecturer emphasized
in the lecture concerning EU Japan relations is that
they both share the same values such as; democratic
values, environmental concerns and consumer pro-
tection, and thus are strategic partners. This phrase
left a quite a large impression on me, because it
made me reconsider the current trend in the world,
where multiple countries including large states such
as the US and the UK, which both decided in disa-
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greeing with the decisions that enabled global rela-
tions in harmony and pursued their own countries’
benefits. In such case, relations between the EU and
Japan could be seen as a type which follow the
norms that were the mainstream for a couple of years
before. In addition, in the lecturer also mentioned
about how most of the tariffs will eventually be liber-
alized and the rapidity of the ratification of the EU-
Japan economic partnership agreement. Where most
negotiations usually take over a year, it was explained
that it only took three months to complete and it was
ratified a day before the world summit, to advocate a
strong message towards the international society on
valuing fair and free trade. Despite the current cir-
cumstances where the amount of trade between the
EU and Japan is not very large, in order to change the
idea of national particularism and to avoid the expan-
sion of China’s presence in the European region, es-
pecially having sharp power politics in mind, | strong-
ly felt that it is essential to strengthen the ties be-
tween the EU and Japan especially at this time. Fur-
thermore, what interested me from a slightly different
view, is the political and diplomatic similarity of Japan
and the EU which also mentioned in the lecture. The
findings where Japan and the EU both have diplo-
matic concerns in the actions of other neighboring
states such as: Russia’s actions in Ukraine and China’s
actions in the East China Sea, individually is quite evi-
dent because it is widely reported in the media but to
view it as a commonality was somewhat new and was
also convincing.

Moreover, it was very interesting to listen to the
lecture about trade relations with South Korea and
the EU. In most cases, concerns towards trade is fo-
cused on trade deals with the country you belong
and with foreign countries, so | was curious about
what are the situations between the EU and South
Korea. It is a basic knowledge but it was surprising to
learn that the FTA between South Korea and the EU is
the first trade agreement with an Asian country that
went further as to lifting trade barriers.

6) The talks and questions at the US representative of
the EU
One unique aspect of this seminar | thought was
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that it enabled participants to view the same situation
from various countries’ views, for example providing
an opportunity to listen to lectures concerning the
same trade agreement with the EU and Japan from
both perspectives. | believe that this opportunity was
initially aimed to do the same. However, | was not
entirely impressed at the way the US representatives
of the EU avoided answering questions regarding
specific topics that the EU is concerned about and to
what kind of attitude the current US administration
has on EU relations. The representatives somewhat
provided participants of the seminar, about what po-
sition does the US has towards the EU but they never
referred to the actions and words and even the name
of the current US president. Furthermore, they never
tried to answer specific questions without mentioning
the typical phrase that they comply with the current
administration’s ideas. It is understandable that some
questions cannot be answered as it may be confiden-
tial or to avoid any sort of conflict but | cannot help
thinking that there are some ways that would enable
the representatives to answer questions in a sincere
way. For example, there was a question towards one
speaker of the representatives about the attitude to-
wards climate policies after the exit from the Paris
Agreement, but the speaker wasn't either sure of the
decisions or tried to avoid it, by stating that the there
is a team which specializes in that area and they
know more than that speaker does. Many participants
also raised questions but they were also not able to
receive a persuasive answer to it. Unlike other lec-
tures, Chatham House Rule was applied to the lecture
at the talks and questions at the US representative’s
office. The initial aim of this rule is to enable anyone
who is participating in the talk to speak and to ques-
tion freely about the topic without being restricted to
one's positions. Thus, | wished they had complied
with the aim of this rule, and had answered the ques-
tions in a different way than they had done.

7) Climate Policies

Lectures on climate policies began with the intro-
duction of the definition of “sustainability”, the earth
system theory and to the principle of sustainable de-
velopment, moving on to the tools to measure sus-
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tainability, three pillars of sustainable development
and about individual summits and what was agreed
upon each time. In the part where the lecturer men-
tioned about tools of measuring sustainability of the
world, he mentioned about virtual water, the ecologi-
cal rucksack and water footprint. | was familiar with
the first two but | wasn't sure about the final one so it
was interesting to learn there are also three types of
water footprints namely ; blue, green and grey. The
lecture went so far to mention the new idea of An-
thropocene where this is the idea how humans are
viewed as the main change agent. Which was some-
thing, in addition to Ulrich Bech’s theories on risk so-
ciety, that | learned last semester so | was quite famil-
iar with the ideas so it was significantly less challeng-
ing to engage more freely in questions and discus-
sions. In this lecture, the lecturer compared what was
agreed upon each summits and what obstacles it
faced so it enabled me to grasp a clear image of each
conferences that were held to solve climate change.
Through this lecturer, | again came across the ques-
tion | initially had last semester about why people
cannot agree on the solutions on climate change. |
believe the reason is mainly due to the individual
profits that each country wants to protect and its lev-
el of authority they have against the global society.
However, when | was listening to this lecture, | also
realized that making policies to stop climate change
is almost equal to finding the greatest common ma-
jor among over 196 countries in the world. | under-
stood that is why it takes so much effort to find what
is the common benefit for all.

8) Excursion to the European Court of Justice
Excursion to the European Court of Justice was
probably the most memorable event and excursion
of this seminar. Having never been to Luxemburg be-
fore, it was simply exciting to see the beautiful city as
well as the lectures and the guided tour. Seeing the
large courtroom and its massive library with many
documents, | could feel how many people; such as
judges, policy makers, interpreters and even ordinary
people, from around Europe are working hard to ad-
vocate their ideas and to prove the international soci-
ety about what justice is and to make a distinguished
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change in the future. When | saw the individual
rooms around the courtroom, which are reserved for
interpreters in the large courtroom, | strongly felt the
importance of acquiring multiple languages in order
to live in a global society. Machines that interpret lan-
guages have developed so much that they can easily
interpret normal conversations but | believe that it is
still not sufficient. Having simple conversations and
persuading others with your own words and ideas are
different. The fact that English is only available in 80-
90% of the court cases at the ECJ and French is the
official language made me realize that.

9) Time with students from Trier University and free
time

Having not so much free time in the day, as there
were mainly lecturers and meals afterwards, | didn't
get to spend a lot of time with other students, but
still | got to spend a quite a lot of time with students
from Trier University during the last day of the semi-
nar. They were kind enough to show me around the
city of Trier and the major landmarks. Visit to the
Electoral Palace, Konstantin Basilika, Liebfrauenkirche,
and Karl Marx museum all became memorable
events. It was also very interesting to interact and to
have many conversations with the students, as they
were majoring in many fields and had a diverse back-
ground. Most of the students were from countries
which you would not hear much about in Japan and
thus had many different ideas towards the occurrenc-
es in the world, and it was also very interesting to dis-
cuss with them during mealtimes and to see things
from their perspective.

Mainly on the last two days of the seminar, | could
spend free time with other students from UT and
Trier. Majority of the students were in graduate
school so they gave me important advice on how to
spend the undergraduate years and what would be
necessary when you are going to work or either to
continue with your studies. There are not many occa-
sions where you can receive such sincere words and
advice from people who are over 6 years older than
me so it was very interesting and significant. It was
also exciting to have conversations on many things
during mealtimes and tea breaks, and | even got a
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chance to learn how to play a game of pool( | didn't
improve as much).

10) Things that were characteristic to this seminar

| believe that this seminar was characteristic in the
way that it is mainly addressed for graduate students
and undergraduate students who are in their junior or
senior year. Each topic that were raised in all the lec-
tures were highly technical and advanced that it moti-
vated me to research more and to learn more about
each of them. All the lectures went far beyond expla-
nation of individual fields but it also showed a clear
connection to what was discussed earlier. Being able
to make connections between each was highly inter-
esting as you can comprehend the complexity of the
issues that are occurring in the world and because it
also enables you to see the same fact from diverse
dimensions. In addition, having interdisciplinary learn-
ing, namely workshops including presentations also
arouse intellectual curiosity even more. By research-
ing for topics, which you had only viewed from the
country you live in, from a different perspective was
very challenging as meticulous research was needed
and it took quite a lot of time to read each articles
and research papers but, it is something that you
would not have a chance to do in classes at university
so | really enjoyed it.

11) Possible changes that could be made

All the events, lectures, workshops and excursions
were very well planned and interesting to me so |
have not much to mention about what to improve.
However, as for the workshops including student
presentations, since there were only few hours to re-
search, make power point slides in the day and then
make a presentation the next day, | wished that there
were more time to analyze the data found during re-
search time and make elaborate presentations. Ideal-
ly, I think it would have been possible to make
presentations more interesting and rich in content, if
students had the entire seminar, besides the time for
lectures, to complete our research and have a big
presentation day on the last day of the seminar. In
addition, | thought that it might have been much eas-
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ier to understand and to raise more questions, if each
group were able to make an outline of their content
of their presentation and hand it to the audience be-
fore making their presentation. Furthermore, the only
research medium that was available was the internet,
so | thought that it would have been better if we had
access to books as well.

(Other than this, | wished that the cafeteria provided
more meat dishes and apple strudels!)

12) Conclusion

In this seminar, | believe | was able to acquire a
variety of things that are not simply limited to studies
and knowledge but also to have a slight overview of
how the global society functions. All the aspects of it
proved to be beyond my expectations and it greatly
enabled me to broaden my perspective and realize
what | want and need to study in the future, and what
| want to pursue after | studied at university. Finally, |
want to thank all the teachers(especially Professor
Morii), members of the staff and all the people who
made this seminar such a splendid event.

EFA20185 in&
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